
	  
 
3-D Printing for the Body 
 
Scott Summit is personalizing medical devices through innovative design and new 
technology. 
 
 
Conversation Club Discussion Questions 
 
1. To Scott Summit, innovation is about “taking a convention and tearing it apart.” What 
do you think he means? Do you think that, in order for an idea to be improved, it needs 
to be completely rebuilt from scratch? What do you think innovation is about? 
 
2. Summit is an industrial designer by training. This profession aims to improve the 
function, appearance and value of everyday objects. What are some objects that you 
wish you could improve the function, appearance or value of? How might a background 
in industrial design have helped Summit become an entrepreneur?  
 
3. Summit explains that he would rather design one specific object for one specific 
person than have the same object mass-produced for many people. Why do you think 
he feels that way? Do you think other designers might feel differently? How would 
businesses change if designers like Summit made all the decisions? 
 
4. Summit’s ability to make unique, custom prosthetics designs came about thanks to 3-
D printing. In this video, we see many examples of beautiful objects made via this new 
technology. What else have you seen – in photos, in the news, or even in person – that 
was created using a 3-D printer? What kinds of things might you like to make with this 
technology, if given the opportunity? 
 
5. According to Summit, medicine is the ideal field for art and design to have impact. He 
explains how a medical device designed specifically for one person can change the 
quality of that person’s life. Why is this an important concept? If you could invent a 
device that would change or improve the quality of someone’s life, what would it be?   
 
6. Summit and his business partner applied for and received several patents for their 3-D 
printed medical devices. What are the advantages of having a patent? How does this 
support Summit’s view that the design of new 3-D printed medical devices is an exciting 
field because it is “wide-open?” What do you think he means by that? Do you agree? 
 
7. Summit describes collaborating with an exo-skeletal robotics company called Exo-
bionics. Why might a robotics company need to collaborate with a design company? 
What are examples of other robotics that are interesting both because of their function 
and also because of their look or aesthetic? 
 
8. The end of this video explains how the exo-skeleton created in collaboration with Exo-
bionics was on display at Cooper-Hewitt Smithsonian Design Museum in New York City 
as part of an exhibit on “Beautiful Objects”. Summit’s work uses innovation to find new 



	  
solutions. What other objects can you think of that are innovative and help the user? If 
you were to nominate objects to be included in the same exhibit as Summit’s exo-
skeleton, what would you choose? 


